· Gay Pride in Colombia n

· June 23-July 2, 2010
·      • Bogota (includes Gay Pride parade)
·      • Cartagena (domestic airfare included)
·      • Price is double occupancy, partially escorted
·      • Optional trip to Majagua Island
·   Click here for more details.

· (Gay Pride Bogota 

·  (semi-escorted)

· June 23 Wednesday – Arrive in Bogota, Colombia.

· Airport arrival and transfer to hotel.  Welcome to Colombia!

· Jun 24 Thursday –Bogota- Candelaria

· Tour of the Colonial neighborhood of Candelaria, with a visit to the Botero and Gold museums. We will go up to Monserrate.  Lunch included.

· Jun 25 Friday -  Zipaquira

· It a 2 hour drive tour to the underground Salt Cathedral. We will visit the Town of Zipaquira. Lunch included.  Optional dinner at the famous Andres Carne de Res, for typical Colombian cuisine.

· Jun 26 – Saturday - Bogotá 

· Free Day- Small dinner party with Walter and friends.  Night clubs to Chapigay area

· Jun 27 Sunday  Bogota Gay Pride Parade!

· We will have a Colombian Brunch included and the go to the parade that starts at about 2 pm. Celebrate at the clubs after!

· Jun 28 Monday  Bogota – Cartagena  (Cartagena portion non escorted). Evening walking city tour with local English speaking guide.

· Jun 29 Tuesday

· Optional morning tour of Cartagena by car, with a visit to an emerald workshop.

· Jun 30 Wednesday – Cartagena

· Day off- Optional full day adventure to Majagua island-

· July 1 Thursday – Cartagena - Bogota

· Walter welcomes you back to Bogota at airport.  Walter will go shopping with you.

· July 2 – Return  home

· Transportation to airport.  !Buen Viaje!  Have a nice trip!

	$1969 plus airfair double occp

Price includes hotels, in country flight, Bogota and Cartegena city tours, Zipaquira day tour, gay pride parade, clubbing with Walter on two nights (non alcoholic beverages included), all airport transfers. 

	Single occupancy is $700 extra.

	· 

	Majagua $150 extra


Day 1:  

Arrive in Bogota
     Walter will welcome you to Bogotá at the El Dorado airport and accompany you to your hotel. Located in the Chapinero neighborhood, it’s the only gay hotel in Bogotá.

Became familiar with your surroundings on a brief walking tour before settling in. 

Day 2:

     After a leisurely breakfast, Walter will take you on a walking tour of the historic Candelaria District and Monserrate Hill. Besides incredible colonial structures, you will see beautiful mansions and exquisite churches. Walter will lead you through two fabulous museums: Donacion Botero and The Gold museum. Fernando Botero’s artwork and the Gold’s museum masterpieces may leave you breathless.

     Then take the tram to the nearby Monserrate hill, where we will enjoy lunch and a beautiful view of Bogotá. Afterwards, visit the sanctuary of Monserrate church, a popular destination for pilgrims with its image of the Fallen Christ. 

      Later this afternoon return to your hotel.

Day3

Zipaquira, 

     Rise a little early this morning for a scenic day trip to Zipaquira., where you will see the famous underground Salt Cathedral. After a panoramic tour Bogotá, gaze at the rolling green hills and rustic farms of the northern Colombian countryside. 

     We will arrive at the Salt Cathedral late in the morning. It’s completely underground. The fourteen chapels carved out of salt are a testament to modern engineering. After your guided tour, we will have lunch at a local restaurant near the cathedral. 

     Later, we will explore the central plaza of Zipaquira before we drive back to Bogotá.

This large plaza is surrounded by well preserved colonial architecture.

Day 4 

Free day. Night before Gay pride Parade

     Spend the day getting ready for an exiting evening, get your wigs, make up and all your supplies to be glamorous and festive. Other ideas are to visit the Tower Colpatria for a great view and the Botanic garden. 

     Clubs in Bogotá open around 7pm. and patrons will arrive around 10pm. 

You are invited to Walter’s dinner party with friends at a local gay restaurant and bar. The fun will begin around 8pm. Dinner and a non-alcoholic beverage is included. 

     If you feel like dancing the night away we can visit other bars, which are open until 3 am.

Day 5

Gay Pride Brunch and Parade

     Sleep in a little and then Walter will take you for an included brunch at the elegant Club Colombia. This restaurant is in a traditional mansion. Here you will enjoy a range of typical Colombian breakfast foods and pastries. For those who would like an all egg white omelet, it will be available also. The brunch is served buffet style. After the delicious brunch, we will head over to the Bogotá Gay Pride Parade.

     The gay pride in Bogotá is different from the Gay prides you may be familiar with. There are floats and contingents, but it’s more like an outdoor party where everyone participates and becomes the parade itself. We will end up at the Plaza Bolivar in the Candelaria neighborhood. At this plaza there will be speeches and entertainment from the stage.

     By the afternoon we will return to the hotel rest and if you still have energy, Walter will take you on a night club adventure around 10pm. Theatron is a must-see place to go. It is one of the biggest gay bars in Latin America. This place has about 8 bars with different atmospheres. The largest space is a converted theater.

Day 6

Bogotá- Cartagena

     Sleep in a little and then Walter will take you to the airport for the short flight to Cartagena, where you will be greeted by one of our English speaking tour guides.

The Cartagena portion of your trip will be an adventure to explore on your own (with your hotel staff happy to provide suggestions and Walter always available by telephone).

     Later in the afternoon, you will enjoy an included walking tour of the walled old city of Cartagena. As your guide escorts you though Cartagena’s narrow streets, you can easily imagine yourself back in the 17th century. You’re surrounded by overhanging wooden balconies and meticulously restored colonial buildings. 

     You may encounter groups performing traditional dances of the Caribbean coast. The dances are performed by enthusiastic young dancers continuing their Afro-Colombian traditions.

Day 7 

     If you enjoyed your walking tour, the same guide can take you on an optional car tour near Cartagena. You will explore The Popa, (an old seminary on a hill with great view of Cartagena). Castillo de San Felipe (is a fort where the Spaniards keep the gold form the Americas in the way to the old world). We will also visit an emerald and gold shop.

     If you would like the day free, there is plenty to see and do in Cartagena. You can enjoy lunch at several places like La Cocina de Carmela, Mila, or Café Havana.

Stroll around the streets and transport yourself with a nice cup of coffee or aguardiente – the traditional anis “firewater”.

     For dinner there are several options featuring either international or traditional Colombian cuisine, such as 8-18 restaurant, San Pedro Claver, Donde Olano, La cocina de Socorro, or Terrazas.

     Don’t miss shopping at the boutique of Jon Sonen, local designer of men’s clothes.

Day 8 

     Free day. You might want to discover the Rosario Islands, including a trip to Majagua Island and the Acuarium and relax on the beach of the warm Caribbean waters. Walter can help you book the all-day trip. 

Day 9 

Return Cartagena- Bogotá

     Your tour guide will pick you up and take you to the airport. Once in Bogotá, Walter will greet you and we will go to the hotel and then if you like, to the shops. Optionally we can enjoy lunch at the well known traditional restaurant  “Sopas de mama y postres de la abuela” which servers delicious typical soups, including the famous Ajiaco, a Bogota delicacy made from four different kinds of potatoes, chicken, corn, avocado, cappers, cream, guascas (herbs) and more. 

At the end of the day we will toast to the great times we had.

Day 10 

     The driver will pick you up at your hotel and will take you to the airport for your trip home. Looking forward to your return. 

